[Neoadjuvant radiochemotherapy of rectal carcinoma: retrospective analysis of a personal experience].
Even if surgical resection continues to be the mainstay of treatment in rectal cancer, preoperative chemoradiation may downstage locally advanced rectal cancer, in some cases with no residual tumors. Compared with surgery alone, preoperative radiotherapy and chemotherapy improves outcomes in patients with locally advanced rectal cancer. In the present review we summarize the results of preoperative chemoradiation therapy in a group of 15 patients who underwent surgical resection with total mesorectal excision (TME) for advanced mid and low rectal cancer from February 2002 to February 2004.